PELLY    BAY
as in the carriage of her head, there was an impressive dignity
combined with a great vivacity of spirit. She was obviously a
dowager of quality and character, and I confess that with her
brief and emphatic manner of speech, and her steady gaze, she
intimidated me. Each time she spoke it was apparent that she
spoke both amusingly and to the point, and nods, murmurs, and
laughter greeted every one of her sallies. It was clear that
whether her eyes permitted her to see me well or ill, she had
taken my measure.
I had brought her a pound of tea and had set it down beside
the lamp at her elbow. Her hand went out, picked up the tea,
and she put it away behind her without a word. You may con-
sider that this was not very courteous of her, but that is because
you do not know their ways. The tea was held in reserve until
her husband returned from his sealing. Then, when the igloo
was filled with guests, she unwrapped it, and as she put it in
the pot she said:
Tliis must be much better tea than our own, for it is a gift
from the Kabloona.5
They go two hundred and fifty miles for their tea—the
length of the road to Gjoa Haven, though not in a straight line
— and in this igloo alone they drink sixty pounds of it in the
course of a winter. Into a pot of cold water they drop handfuls
of tea, which is then heated slowly, never coming to the boil,
over a seal-oil lamp. After two hours the tea is ready, and the
mistress of the igloo fills all the mugs that stand in rows before
her. When the tea has cooled off— for the Eskimos cannot take
any drink hot — each man and woman picks up a mug of the
ink-black liquid and sips it noisily. The mug empty, they wipe
the leaves up with their fingers and eat them, The teapot is
never emptied of its leaves, but each time a fresh handful of tea
is added.
I asked Krarsuvik if she had not old things — o-to-kak — to
trade. She ha'd nothing to trade. What this meant was that my
proposal wanted thinking about, for when her husband came in
at the end of the day they held a murmured colloquy with a

